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SUBJECT: SUEZ CANAL TRANSITS BY NAVAL VESSELS 

1. EMBASSY HAS RECEIVED CIRCULAR NOTE FROM MFA 
CONCERNING TRANSIT OF NAVAL VESSELS THROUGH SUEZ 
CANAL. OPERATIVE PORTION OF NOTE FOLLOWS: 

QUOTE: WHENEVER A REQUEST IS SUBMITTED FOR 
AUTHORIZING THE PASSAGE OF FOREIGN WAR SHIPS THROUGH 
SUEZ CANAL, IT SHOULD BE ACCOMPANIED BY THE 
FOLLOWING INFORMATION TWO WEEKS IN ADVANCE OF THE 
DATE SET FOR THE ARRIVAL OF THE SHIP AT EITHER OF 
THE TWO PORTS OF PORT SAID AND SUEZ: 

1. ETA WAITING AREA PORT SAID FOR SHIPS 

PROCEEDING SOUTH AND PASSAGE THROUGH STRAIT OF GUBAL 
FOR SHIPS PROCEEDING NORTH. 

2. NAME AND RANK OF COMMANDING OFFICER 

3. SIGNAL LETTERS 

4. PRINCIPAL DIMENSTIONS 
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6. PROCEEDING FROM...TO...END QUOTE 

2. FOREGOING REPRESENTS A CHANGE IN PREVIOUS 
INFORMALLY AGREED AGREEMENT FOR NOTIFYING SUEZ CANAL 
AUTHORITY (LETTER FROM NAVAL ATTACHE WITH COPIES TO 
MFA AND MINWAR) OF NAVAL VESSELS TRANSITS OF CANAL. 

WE PRESENTLY PROVIDE SCHEDULED DATE OF TRANSIT, 

TYPE OF SHIP, AND DIMENSIONS. WE CAN PROVIDE SOME 
OF ADDITIONAL DATA REQUESTED BUT NOT ALL: SPECIFICALLY. 
INFORMATION FOR ITEM 6 ABOVE CANNOT BE PROVIDED FOR 
SECURITY REASONS. MOREOVER, IT IS SIMPLY NOT 
POSSIBLE TO GIVE TWO WEEKS ADVANCE NOTICE OF ARRIVAL DATES 
AT EITHER END OF CANAL (PORT SAID OR SUEZ CITY) FOR PRACTICAL, 
NOT TO MENTION SECURITY, REASONS. (WE CURRENTLY TRY TO 
PROVIDE A MINIMUM OF 48 HOURS ADVANCE NOTICE OF 
TRANSITS; FREQUENT CHANGES IN SHIP ARRIVAL TIMES, 

HOWEVER, MAKE EVEN THIS STANDARD DIFFICULT TO ADHERE 
TO.) IT SHOULD ALSO BE NOTED STRAIT OF GUBAL IS 
CONSIDERED AN INTERNATIONAL WATERWAY THROUGH WHICH 
"INNOCENT PASSAGE" FOR WARSHIPS IS RECOGNIZED BY 
INTERNATIONAL LAW. IT IS INAPPROPRIATE, THEREFORE, 

TO PROVIDE ETA AT STRAIT OF GUBAL. 

3. UNLESS DEPT PERCEIVES OBJECTION, EMBASSY 
PROPOSES TO INCORPORATE MATERIAL IN PARA 2 INTO 
REPLY TO MFA BY DIPLOMATIC NOTE. WE RECOGNIZE ALSO 
THAT USE OF WORDS "REQUEST.. .FOR AUTHORIZING 

THE PASSAGE..." DOES NOT ACCORD WITH RIGHTS PROVIDED 
UNDER INTERNATIONAL LAW AND CONSTANTINOPLE CONVENTION, 
BUT BELIEVE THAT THIS IS MERELY RESULT OF LOOSE 
MFA DRAFTING. 

4. PRIOR TO PRESENTATION OF SUCH NOTE, AND IN AN 
EFFORT TO RESOLVE THIS MATTER INFORMALLY, AMBASSADOR 
WOULD PLAN TO TAKE APPROPRIATE OPPORTUNITY TO DRAW 
THIS MATTER TO FONMIN'S ATTENTION, MAKING 
REFERENCE TO INFORMAL APPROVAL GIVEN TO PRESENT 
ARRANGEMENT BY DEPUTY PRIMIN/MINWAR GENERAL GAMASSY. 

5. EMBASSY WOULD WELCOME ANY SPECIFIC SUGGESTIONS 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 03 CAIRO 09413 221626Z 

AND/OR WORDING FOR INCLUSION IN NOTE IF IT IS FOUND 
NECESSARY TO DELIVER IT. 
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